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Eastway Betrayal

The Olympic Bid promised that the Eastway Cycle circuit would be replaced after 2012 with a 34 hectare site. Now this has been reduced to 10 hectares, the road circuit never more than 80m from the A12, NO off-road provision for MTBs apart from a tiny 'taster' area, and reduced BMX and cyclocross with no seating provision. This will mean no racing or championships, anywhere in London.  The Eastway Users Group is fighting this betrayal: please support them.

But Good News For Hog Hill...

The great new cycle facility at Hog Hill has now got planning approval - opening date late 2007.

Facilities will include a 2km closed road track, mountain bike routes, cyclocross, BMX, a pavilion, conference/meeting room, and parking for 160 cars(!)

 Redbridge has already commissioned a study for a decent cycle route, initially from Fairlop Sailing Centre along Forest Road to Hog Hill. Funding will be sought and further studies made. 

Redbridge officers Geoff Claxton and Jack Redman are to be congratulated on the speed with which this has happened.

The two favoured alternative options are, briefly: 

 i) a shared-use cycle path going uphill eastbound on the pavement, with  an on-carriageway mandatory cycle lane going downhill westbound 

ii) an off-road cycle track through land adjacent to, and south of, Forest Road.

Eastway Closure: Interim Arrangements

On Road: Until Hog Hill is up and running, a temporary hard surface cycle circuit from May at The Royals, Victoria Dock (the old UEL car park) for adult and child cycle clubs to train.

 Details : Leslie Everest, Economic Energy Team, 020 8989 8429 everelm@aol.com

Off Road:  'Beastway' MTB events on Wednesday evenings from May 16th until 29th July at Hainault Forest Country Park. 11 races in total. Cycle route access via Romford Road, Hainault, entrances to the Park opposite New North Road.

Details: www.hainaultforest.co.uk,  or  paul.browne@redbridge.gov.uk
Tour De France Prologue Event

All east London LCC groups will be joining up for a mass ride to the Tour de France event on Saturday July 7th.  (Probable meeting point Stratford).Each participating group receives £300 to organise a registered group of confident plus new and returning cyclists. Only registered cyclists will be admitted to the exclusive track-side viewing area at Hyde Park Corner. We expect police assistance but experienced cyclists will be needed as marshals as well. The 'Cycling Village' in Hyde Park will be open all weekend 6-8 July.

Happy Valley, Seven Kings: new route plans

A feasibility study has been completed for a pleasant off-road shared cycle/pedestrian route along 'Happy Valley', between Seven Kings Park and the A12. This useful route will provide access to King George Hospital site and Redbridge College. Watch this space...

Roding Valley Way: the saga goes on...and on...

Traffic signals at the Chigwell Road /Snakes Lane junction should happen very soon. The fourth and last Redbridge section near Wanstead Park is delayed, but we can look forward to Newham finishing their last section beside the City of London Cemetery this year.

Redbridge Locker Shocker

Secure cycle lockers have been introduced in five Redbridge car parks and are available for rent on a monthly basis. You can see these large, green metal containers illustrated on the back of the new 'Cycling in Redbridge' map. 

Located at: Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill; Mulberry Way, South Woodford;  Hawkey Hall, Woodford Green;  High Road, Seven Kings;  & Wangey Road, Chadwell Heath. 

Details: Parking Office 020 8708 5210 (office hours).

Coming Up…

For a fuller list of rides and other events, check out 

www.stibasa.org.uk.

Havering CTC Rides

Havering CTC has rides most Sundays from the Upminster area. 

Contact: David Rowlands

020 8491 3209 david.rowlands673@ntlworld.com

April

Easter Weekend 6-9 April

4 day moving-on trip round the Isle of Wight, staying at Sandown and Totland Bay Youth Hostels. 35m per day.  £60 deposit to Richard asap.

details: Richard Everett 020 8491 6306 twojollywheelers@hotmail.com
Sunday 15th April

Wanstead Family Ride

2pm, Wanstead Station

The first Family Ride of 2007 will take in Wanstead Flats and the City of London Cemetery, finishing with tea in the Gatehouse. Nearly all off-road, this is an easy ride of about 5 miles to suit families with young children. The traffic-free Cemetery is an ideal place to learn cycle confidence.

Contact: Nic Ketley 020 8518 8190  nketley@doctors.org

Wednesday 25th April 

Redbridge Cycle Maintenance Workshops course starts. (finishes 9th May.)

Wanstead House, 21 The Green, Wanstead E11

Cost: £15, booking in advance.

Contact: Terry Hughes 07795 981 529     terence.hughes@btinternet.com

Sunday 29th April

Rainham and Thames Chase Ride

Meet:

 Either 9.40am: Upminster Station, for breakfast at Thames Chase Country Park,off Pike Lane.

 If you want breakfast booked, tell Tony in advance. 

or  10.30am: meet at TCCP  for ride only.

Ride 20 miles mixed on- and off- road, with a flying visit to the new Rainham Marshes Bird Reserve and finishing with Hornchurch Country Park.

Lunch: Bring sandwiches 

Contact:Tony Fincham 020 8558 3801 tonyfincham@hotmail.com

Sunday 29th April

Epping Forest Guided Bike Ride

Meet: Queen Elizabeth Hunting Lodge, Chingford, 11am

Join Forest Keeper Ian Ward on a short off-road circular ride. Finish at 1.30pm. Bring packed lunch. Free event. Booking essential.

Contact: E.F.Visitor Centre: 020 8508 0028      epping.forest@cityoflondon.gov.uk

May

Sunday 20th May

Roding Valley Family Ride

2pm Wanstead Station

9 mile round trip up the Roding Valley to Claybury Park. All off-road. 

Contact: Nic Ketley 020 8518 8190  nketley@doctors.org.uk

Sunday 27th   May

Redbridge Green Fair

 Melbourne Field, Valentines Park

Redbridge's Green event- great music, stalls, childrens activities

LCC stall and Doctor Bike: helpers needed

Contact: Gill James 020 8989 4898 gilljames@btinternet.com

May Half Term 26 May- 2 June

Week trip with easy cycling to the flat Vendée coast, France

Details: Richard Everett 020 8491 6306 twojollywheelers@hotmail.com
June

Sunday 10th June 

Redbridge Bikeathon

11am-3pm

Melbourne Field, Valentines Park

This sponsored event in aid of Leukaemia Research  has an extended circuit for 2007, with lots of extra fun events and rides. Individual entries or enter your school for the Ilford Recorder Schools Trophy.

LCC, Liz Bowgett and New City Primary Bike Club, and Ian Calloway of Cycle Asylum will all be there helping with fun rides, bike loans, stall and Dr Bike.

Details: www.bigbikeathon.co.uk

Critical Mass

http://cmlondon.enrager.net/
Massive ride leaving Waterloo Bridge at 6.00 to 6.30pm, last Friday of every month.  You really should go at least once in your life and see the sights of central London in a group of hundreds of cyclists.  It is a great experience.   Richard Everett usually goes, leaving Walthamstow about 5:15 p.m.

Contact: Richard 020 8491 6906 

N.B.  If you intend to go on a ride, please contact the organiser first.   Rides have been cancelled because no-one seemed to be interested, only for someone to turn up on the day.  To avoid faux pas like this, pick up the phone, even if you're only curious about what the ride involves.
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