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Wanstead Park Cycle Routes Shock

The City of London is conducting public consultation on its plans for the future of Wanstead Park, one of the most beautiful parts of Epping Forest. Although cycling is permitted over most Forest land, Wanstead Park currently has bylaws forbidding cycling, because of concerns over public safety and the desire to create a tranquil environment.

However, local residents and others persist in cycling across the Park, risking a hefty fine, because it is such a convenient short cut to Wanstead. The conservators are now recognising that it could form part of a safer route to school for children, and hopefully that it is an anomaly to ban bicycles from all weather surfaced tracks that routinely take four wheel drive vehicles and vans. The only designated  route at present skirts the Heronry Pond, but is poorly signed, narrow, an uneven surface, and shared with pedestrians, which can cause problems.

Amongst other interesting ideas for the Park (such as introducing sheep grazing...) two new routes are proposed on which cycling would be permitted: one goes from the main entrance to join the existing route via the Heronry Pond, the other is a rather short circular 'recreational' route of not much more than 1 mile, surface not specified.  

Please make sure you take the opportunity to comment, and get the cycle routes you want.  This is a major change step forward by the City of London, and we need to make the most of it.  You can get a copy of the proposals at Wanstead or Aldersbrook libraries, or email eppingforest@cityoflondon.gov.uk  Responses by 31st October.

More Green Cycle Routes

As well as developments in Wanstead Park, consultants are working on a possible route across Wanstead Flats, improving the surface of an existing bridle path from Aldersbrook Road to Forest Gate.  Delicate negotiations are about to start with the City of London who manage the Flats, and if successful this route will add to our slowly growing network of 'green' routes.

Another less controversial route is under consideration linking Green Lane with Longbridge Road, traversing Goodmayes Park.

Redbridge LCC Group Meeting

Tuesday 17th October

Wanstead House

21 The Green E11, near Wanstead tube station, 8pm

Time to have another get-together (the last meeting was the Local Election Special back in April.)  and a chance to discuss responses to the Wanstead Park proposals (see previous item), new arrangements for Cycle Maintenance Workshops - plus whatever else you want to bring up.  Followed by drinks at the bar.

Hog Hill Update

The last edition of 'Hubbub' brought the welcome news that Hog Hill in Hainault is now the chosen site for the relocation of Eastway Cycle Circuit. The new facility should be built by early summer 2007 and promises to be a great resource for the local community.

The main focus will be on cycling, BMX biking, mountain biking, cyclo cross and road racing. Schools will be key users during the day.

Other facilities will be provided, but only if there is demand and if it is cost effective. For example;

hire bikes will be available, 

individuals will be able to pay to use the track at given times, and

cycle training lessons may be available.  Other possibilities, such as running and in-line skating events, cycle maintenance workshops, and mid-week rides for retired people are all dependent on demand

If you feel strongly that any of the above should be provided, then you need to start gauging local support and lobbying Redbridge Leisure and Sports Departments soon, before final decisions are made.

The children's cycling club at Eastway may choose to relocate; if not, the local community will need to start their own.  The disabled adult cycling club which currently uses Eastway, Pedal Power, will be relocating elsewhere, so a similar club at Hog Hill is again dependent on local demand.

Cycle routes: Redbridge LCC wants to see two cycle routes to Hog Hill, one a direct route for the fast cyclists coming from London, and the other a quiet route for the family cyclists.  They have already persuaded Redbridge to apply for a GLA grant to fund a 'green' route linking Hog Hill with the Roding Valley Way, as far as possible on quiet routes, utilising parkland such as Fairlop Waters and Valentines Park.  Redbridge LCC is also working with Sustrans on this route, because it would provide a local community link to National Cycle Route 13.  The Redbridge Cycle Liaison Group made an exploratory visit to the site in September.

Improving Two Key Redbridge Junctions

Major revisions to the roundabout outside Seven Kings Station have been proposed.  These include Advanced Stop Lines and traffic lights.  Redbridge LCC has asked for a dedicated cycle route to be installed where the High Road narrows, and for a number of detailed changes to be made to the consultants’ proposals to improve conditions for cycling on this busy junction.

At the top of George Lane/High Road South Woodford, Redbridge LCC want a safer cycle route past all those parked cars and outside the entrance to Somerfields.

Online Cycle Forum

Got something to say? Then why not look up the East London LCC Forum and add your comments?

 http://www.gub-gub.co.uk/bikeforum/index.php

The site is run by energetic Redbridge LCC member Hamilton Prium - if you want to see just how energetic, look ahead at the 'Coming Up' event for Sunday 15th October.

Coming Up…

For a fuller list of rides and other events, check out 

www.stibasa.org.uk.

October

Sunday 15th October

Ride to Oxford

An early start for this 70-100 mile ride to Oxford for a pie and a pint before returning by train.  

Contact:  Hamilton Pruim: hamilton@hamilton.pruim.co.uk

http://www.gub-gub.co.uk/bikeforum/viewtopic.php?t=42) 

Tuesday 17th October

Redbridge LCC Group Meeting, 8pm

Wanstead House, 21 The Green, E11

A chance to discuss Wanstead Park proposals, and new arrangements for Bike Maintenance Workshops.

Sunday 22nd October

The Old Bicycle Co.

An Essex country ride around Ongar organised by Waltham Forest LCC .

Contact: Geoffrey Whittington: 020 8521 2683

wfcycling@wfcycling.org.uk

November

Sunday November 26th

Geffrye Museum Ride

Meet: 11am Leytonstone Station (High Road side)

18-20 mile round trip to this small free museum of domestic interiors housed in 18th Century almshouses. Easy pace ride. Brand new displays. Lunch in excellent cafe or bring sandwiches.

Contact: Alan James :020 8989 4898 

alan.j.james@btinternet.com

Critical Mass

http://cmlondon.enrager.net/
Massive ride leaving Waterloo Bridge at 6.00 to 6.30pm, last Friday of every month.  You really should go at least once in your life and see the sights of central London in a group of hundreds of cyclists.  It is a great experience.   Richard Everett usually goes, leaving Walthamstow about 5:15 p.m.

Contact: Richard 020 8491 6906 

N.B.  If you intend to go on a ride, please contact the organiser first.   Rides have been cancelled because no-one seemed to be interested, only for someone to turn up on the day.  To avoid faux pas like this, pick up the phone, even if you're only curious about what the ride involves.
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Hubbub

Chris Elliott

87 Wanstead Park Avenue,

Manor Park, E12 5EE

020 8989 6285

c.elliott@dsl.pipex.com

