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Gants Hill Town Centre 'Enhancements'

Redbridge have approved in principle a scheme to improve transport facilities at Gants Hill and encourage growth and regeneration in the area, but don't expect miracles yet.  So far virtually no mention has been made of ways to make cycling safer or more attractive on, over, round or under the roundabout, although expensive 'CRISP' studies have been carried out on the A12 and Woodford Avenue and the roundabout presents an enormous barrier on these routes.

This modest 'enhancement' scheme proposes:

· new pedestrian crossings on the main roundabout approaches, still staggered so as to give priority to motor traffic and not to pedestrians  or cyclists

· closure of Clarence Avenue to traffic entering the roundabout

· new subway signs, plus improved paving and landscaping - and more car parking

· traffic signals on the roundabout, but no confirmation of bike boxes

· the central island may, in the future, be opened up as public space - which might allow more direct surface crossings and new access to the underground.

The good news is that 55% of respondents in the public consultation thought that improving cycling facilities was 'very important' or 'important'.  We look forward to seeing more detailed proposals.

Redbridge LCC Group Meeting

We hope to invite Mat Roberts, the Superintendent of Epping Forest, to a Group Meeting in November to exchange ideas on routes across Epping Forest land, such as the route from Wanstead Park Road to Empress Avenue and across Wanstead Flats.  This would be a good opportunity to put over your views on cycling in Wanstead Park and other areas of Epping Forest generally.

The meeting date will be posted on the website.

Connect2 Routes - Register your vote!

Connect2 is one of six Sustrans projects, working to overcome long‑standing barriers such as busy roads or rivers on routes in London, competing for a multi-million pound grant from the Big Lottery's competition 'Living Landmarks: The People's Millions'.

There are six schemes on the final list of 79, of which one is the Havering-Ingrebourne Valley link, via Weald Country Park to the Thames.  On the reserve list of 20 is the Wanstead Park connection, linking the Roding Valley Way with Wanstead Flats.

The winner will be decided by TV vote in December 2007.  Look up www.sustransconnect2.org.uk to register your desire to vote in the People's Millions Competition - we need your vote!

Hog Hill - No Newts is good News

The great crested newts have now been moved and an anti-newt wall built to keep them out of the Redbridge Cycling Centre site.  Only the archaeological survey to go before construction begins!

Wanstead Park route - dry at last

After five years of flooding on the off-road path near Aldersbrook Riding Stables, Thames Water has finally mended the faulty stopcock on a fire hydrant which was causing it.  The path is still rough but now dry.

New B&D Cycling Officer

Nick Davies started on 1st May 2007 as the new Cycling Officer for the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham, after six years working on the detailed design and implementation of local safety schemes for the London Borough of Waltham Forest.

His goal is to promote cycling within Barking and Dagenham as a safe, viable, healthy and fun alternative mode of transport,

and he is looking forward to the

challenges that lie ahead.

Nick says “My aim is to upgrade the cycling facilities within Barking and Dagenham through provision of new routes, improvements to existing routes, and an increase in suitable safe secure cycle parking facilities at key destinations throughout the Borough. This financial year I am looking to

improve the LCN+ cycle route linking the London Borough of Newham and Redbridge via Barking town centre.  I also aim to improve the green cycle route network in order to promote

cycling as a leisure activity, starting with new cycle facilities through both Barking and Old Dagenham Parks.

Winter Family Rides - leaders wanted

Can we extend Redbridge LCC's successful programme of short summer rides into the winter?

These rides, led by Nick Ketley and family for several years, are great for new, returning and

inexperienced cyclists.  Can you spare two hours to help new cyclists by leading a short ride on a

Sunday once a month?  There is just as much need for short rides in the winter as in the summer

and you would be doing something really rewarding and useful for your local LCC group.

Contact Nick Ketley: nketley@doctors.org.uk) or Gill (gilljames@btinternet.com)

Coming Up…

For a fuller list of rides and other events, check out 

www.stibasa.org.uk.

Havering CTC Rides

Havering CTC has rides most Sundays from the Upminster area. 

Contact: David Rowlands

020 8491 3209 david.rowlands673@ntlworld.com

September

Sunday 30th September

Barkingside Festival

11am - 5pm

Barkingside Recreation Ground (opposite Tesco)  Live music, sports, displays, plus the ever popular Redbridge LCC children's Cycle Circuit, Dr Bike, and Stall - this is a new festival, so come and support it and us.

October

Sunday 7th October

Day Ride to Richmond Park and Ham House

Train from Leytonstone High Road Station to Richmond Station, then ride round Richmond Park, with visit to Ham House, a unique 17th C. house with sumptuous interiors and restored formal gardens. Shop & cafe.

Entry: House £9, NT members £6; Garden only, £3.

Contact: Richard Everett twojollywheelers@hotmail.com 020 8491 6306

Sunday October 21st 
Redbridge Parks Nature Cycle Ride 
Start: 10 a.m., Valentines Park, boating lake hut. Ride with Redbridge's Nature Conservation Team Leader, Francis Castro, to try the new shared-use path from Hainault Country Park to Havering.  En route we visit  Aldborough Hatch, Hainault Lodge, Claybury Park, Roding Valley Park and Wanstead Park.  A day ride of about 20 miles, bring a packed lunch, and be prepared for some muddy paths!  Part of the route is on busy Forest Road, so no young children please. 
Contact: Alan James 020 8989 4898 alan.j.james@btinternet.com
Critical Mass

http://cmlondon.enrager.net/
Massive ride leaving Waterloo Bridge at 6.00 to 6.30pm on the last Friday of every month.  You really should go at least once in your life and see the sights of central London in a group of hundreds of cyclists.  It is a great experience.   Richard Everett usually goes, leaving Walthamstow about 5:15 p.m.

Contact: Richard 020 8491 6906 

N.B.  If you intend to go on a ride, please contact the organiser first.   Rides have been cancelled because no-one seemed to be interested, only for someone to turn up on the day.  To avoid faux pas like this, pick up the phone, even if you're only curious about what the ride involves.

Contacts

Barking & Dagenham LCC

& Rides List Editor

Colin Newman

Home: 020 7871 0489

Work: 020 8489 2548

Mobile: (02) 07761 577255

email: colin@stibasa.org.uk

http://www.stibasa.org.uk
blog: www.stibasa.blogspot.com
e-group: http://groups.google.com/group/stibasa
Barking & Dagenham Borough Cycling Officer

Nick Davies

nick.davies@lbbd.gov.uk

Tel: 020 8227 3167

Fax 020 8227 3166

Havering LCC

Bernard Curtis

6 Blanchard Mews

Harold Wood

Romford

RM3 0GN

01708 347226

CurtisBernieS@aol.com

Redbridge LCC

Gill James

email: gilljames@btinternet.com

29 Clavering Road, E12 5EY

020 8989 4898

Rides Fixer

Alan James

29 Clavering Road, E12 5EY

020 8989 4898

alan.j.james@btinternet.com

Redbridge Borough Cycling Officer

Mr J Redman

Lynton House, 255-259 High Road, Ilford, IG1 1NY

Phone: 020 8708 3677

Fax:     020 8708 3970

Email: jack.redman@redbridge.gov.uk

Hubbub

Chris Elliott

87 Wanstead Park Avenue,

Manor Park, E12 5EE

020 8989 6285

c.elliott@dsl.pipex.com

Copy Date for next issue: 5/11/2007

